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Preface 


Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and prayers and peace be upon the Messenger &8, his companions 
and followers, until the Day of judgement. Allah blessed and exalted has made obligatory upon the Muslims to 
offer prayers five times during day and night, willingly or unwillingly and in all states. Such an important 
worship cannot be completed without full concentration. Therefore, voluntary or supererogatory prayers are 
established before every obligatory prayer. 

Voluntary prayers help develop passion and nearness to Allah (hence make a person ready) before offering 
obligatory prayers. This is the reason the Prophet #3 used to offer voluntary prayers before all obligatory ones 
and encouraged others to do so. It has been observed that voluntary prayers are offered in mosques before all 
prayers except for Maghrib. Some people say that there are no voluntary prayers proven before Maghrib and 
others show contempt towards those who offer this voluntary prayer, even though this Sunnah was established 
by the Prophet #8 and prevalent during the time of Sahaba may Allah be pleased with them all. 

This short treatise has been written regarding this very Sunnah (voluntary prayer before Maghrib) so, that those 
who have been deprived of this Sunnah due to unawareness can now learn and act upon it. Nearness to Allah 
blessed and exalted and His love can only be attained by following the Prophet 8, as Allah says in the Quran: 

GDS Soe Silly Sigh SD palsy Al SLA! Sy Sld ail ghd iuS ol U8 
Say (O Muhammad &% to people): "If you (really) love Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, 
follow the Qur'an and the Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful." 


May Allah blessed and exalted guide all Muslims to act upon the Sunnah of the Prophet #3 Ameen. 


The Author: 


Sayyid Abu Muhammad Badee-ud-Deen Shah ar-Raashidee al-Makki? 





1 Al-Qur'an, 2-31 
2 Shaykh spent nearly five years in Makkah and it has been a tradition of Scholars of Hadith that they will attach the name of a city where they would 


reside for a minimum of four years (Comment by Shaykh Abdullah Nasir Rehmani) 


Evidence from the Ahadith of the Messenger of Allah 28 


Hadith No. 1, Narration of Abdullah bin Mughaffal?: 


Narrated Abdullah bin Mughaffal Al-Muzani 2: aide atyl les i! Ig 265 ji es (Jaes On dul wae Je 
Allah’s Messenger #5 said three times, “There is a la ee BSG BSG. oulai os 6:6 align 


Salat (prayer) between the two Adhan (Adhan and 
Iqamah),” and (then while saying it the) third time 


he added, “for the one who wants to offer it.’ 





Here the meaning of two Adhans is Adhan and Iqamah, because Iqamah is also referred to as Adhan. That's 
why Imam Nasa’‘i recorded same Hadith in his Sunan under the chapter heading 4l8Yl9 G32) Gu Sal, the 
description of Prayer between the Adhan and the Iqamah?. Also, Hafidh ibn Hajr writes in explanation of this 
Hadith that the meaning of “between the two Adhan” means Adhan and Iqamah®. Qastalani explains this 
Hadith in similar fashion’. 
Question: Apparent meaning of Adhan is Adhan not Iqamah. 
Answer: If so, then the meaning of this Hadith will become useless and absurd. Hafidh ibn Hajr states in Fath 
Al-Bari: 
cL halal pill GU lly Ain oh da GulSill GY Gall HY opall fe alas mini ¥ 
It is incorrect to comprehend the meaning of Adhan here upon its apparent meaning® because the prayers 
between two Adhans are always obligatory but here the Prophet & added the word ¢Lé (,L. meaning 
whoever wishes, hence making this prayer optional. 
Question: |qamah has been called Adhan in accordance to what? 
Answer: Imam Qastalani states: 


capbatl Gb cya 9¢5 Aald ly GIS gl 


3 Died 60 Hijri 

4 Sahih Bukhari Vol.1, Book 10, Ch-14, No. [624], pg-363 

5 Sunan Nasa’i Vol.1, Book 7, Ch-39, No. [682], pg-401 

6 Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari Vol.2 pg-141 

7 Irshad Al-Saari, Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhari Vol 2 pg-14 (4syrahl deb Io) 
8 Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari Vol.2 pg-141 


Here Iqamah has been called Adhan “Taghleeban’”” 


Taghleeban means to use one name to describe two things for example sun and moon are called (14S! or 
lye! (literally two moons) or Maghrib and Isha are referred to as cyiLéall (literally two Isha) or Dhuhr and 
Asr prayers are called (42251 (literally two Asr). 

Dear readers, the issue explained in this Hadith is that the prayers are offered between every Adhan and 
Iqamah, which includes Maghrib as well since the Hadith is general in meaning. There is no Hadith which 
excludes Maghrib and to exclude Maghrib specifically without proof is wrong and against established 
principles. Therefore, voluntary prayers are legislated before obligatory prayers of Maghrib. 

Question: This Sunnah is different from others because the words ¢La (4 “whoever wishes” 

Answer: This is a delusion because when the Prophet # said thrice that there is prayer between every two 
Adhan, he #8 wanted to ensure that due to his emphasis people should not understand it as obligatory. Also, 
this Hadith applies to all prayers not just Maghrib so, the questioner should consider voluntary prayers of all 
other prayers invalid as well if not then why Maghrib only? 

In short, for a believer the Prophet a repeating it thrice is sufficient and will not leave this Sunnah to the best 


of his or her ability. 


Hadith No. 2, Narration of Abdullah bin Zubair": 


Narrated Abdullah bin Zubair «3: Allah’s aide ay! ee itl gta (IS : LS. 53 ree aul wie &e 
Messenger #8 said, “Before every obligatory prayer QS5 LES G5 YI Aa 93.88 Bie (ya la: Ling 


there are two units of prayers (Raka’ah).’™ 





This Hadith has been collected by Imam ibn Hibban in his Sahih and he classed it as authentic. Imam Marwazi 
consider this Hadith authentic, Allamah Suyuti called this Hadith Hasan”. This Hadith has also been collected 


by Imam Daraqutni in his Sunan and all the narrators in his Hadith are trustworthy according to Imam Zaylai’?. 


° Irshad Al-Saari, Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhari Vol 2 pg-14 (4sy4aL) dell! 51a) 

° Died 73 Hijri 

™ Sahih ibn Hibban Vol.6, Book 9, Ch-19, No. [2455], pg-209 (9 4) — ALiaytI Aeeeoge) 
2 dual! wale! 

8 blast cues 


In this Hadith “Every” prayer is mentioned which includes Maghrib, therefore according to the command of the 
Prophet #8 two units of prayers should be offered before obligatory prayers of Maghrib as well. Imam Zaylai 
mentions this very Hadith to prove the establishment of two units of voluntary prayer before Maghrib". 


Similarly, Imam Marwazi and Imam Daraqutni has used this Hadith to prove this Sunnah as well. 


Hadith No. 3, Narration of Abdullah bin Muzani: 


Narrated Abdullah bin Al-Muzani £2: The Prophet glia (Ili alg aide aul he igi! Oe ol aul Age 
#6 said, “Perform (an optional) Salat (prayer) before ladnis a agalhS La Sh aati gd yal die dis 
the (compulsory) Maghrib prayers.” He (repeated it vere kal 


thrice) and the third time, he said “Whoever wants 
to offer it, can do so,” lest the people should take it 


as a Sunnah."> 





A very clear command of the Prophet &8 is present in this Hadith, therefore neither Muslims should have 
qualms about it nor neglect it. The Prophet #§ mentioned -Lé ot here again so that it is not mistaken as 
obligatory. In Sharia sometimes Wajib (Obligatory) is also referred to as Sunnah (like in this Hadith). According 
to a famous book of Hanafi Figh Al-Shami, ‘the meaning of ‘lest the people should take it as a Sunnah’ in this 
statement of the Prophet #8 is ‘lest the people should take it as Wajib (Obligatory) not Mustahab 
(recommended)’. Because of the constant (thrice) order of the Prophet #8, it could have been mistaken as 
obligatory and according to the scholars of Usool, the order of the Prophet & refers to obligation and we have 
been warned against His #8 disobedience. Allah says in the Quran: 
fell Ge piped 51 AS peesad ol opal Ge GyAlLS Guill peal 
And let those who oppose the Messenger's 8 commandment (i.e. his Sunnah - legal ways, orders, acts of 
worship, statements) (among the sects) beware, lest some Fitnah (disbelief, trials, afflictions, earthquakes, 


killing, overpowered by a tyrant) should befall them or a painful torment be inflicted on them"®. 





blah es 
15 Sahih Bukhari Vol.2, Book 19, Ch-35, No. [1183], pg-165 
16 Al-Qur'an, 24-63 


So, it is proven that the order of the Prophet &8 is an obligation unless there is a clear evidence against it. The 
use of words La oh (whoever wishes) by the Prophet #3 here serves as clear evidence of these two units of 
prayer not being obligatory rather voluntary. Nonetheless there is no doubt in it being a Sunnah, therefore just 
like Muslims offer other voluntary prayers they should offer these (before Maghrib) too. 

Question: How the number of units (two) have been deduced when Hadith only mentions prayers 
unconditionally. 

Answer: From same Sahabi in another Hadith two units of prayers have been mention as in Hadith 5 below. 


Also, Hadith 2 above also mention two units of voluntary prayer. 


Hadith No. 4, Narration of Anas bin Malik’: 


Narrated Mukhtar bin Fulful from Anas ibn Malik die Je hai ES elle ox Sat fees als és Byres ee 
45: In the time of the Messenger of Allah #5, we part) wedi oie 5 CHS plug dale ail he {gil 
used to pray two Rak’ah when the sun set, before dul i er i! eres, obi ag E83 yall So 


Maghrib prayer.’ | said to him: ‘Did the Messenger ALG ls Bab pla ; Lagglicai Gk 66 di eave plug 
of Allah #8 pray them?’ He said: ‘He saw us 
observing them, but he neither commanded us nor 


forbade us to do so."® 





sill 


This Hadith proves that this Sunnah was acted upon by the Sahabah 4s during the time of the Prophet & in 
Masjid Nabawi. Therefore, those who truly love the Prophet &8 should establish this Sunnah in their Masaajid 
like it was established in the Masjid of the Prophet #3. 

Question: This narration proves that the Prophet #3 himself did not offer this Sunnah. 

Answer: There isn’t any such indication in this Hadith, rather Allah willing we will mention in Hadith 9 below 
that the Prophet 8 himself offered this prayer. Also, to think that the Prophet #8 would order us to do 
something and himself not do it, is an evil thought against His #8 grandeur. How could He & do this? when 


Allah says in the Quran: 


Cagle dt Y ta lglgbs ol alll ace tide AS Golade YL Gyl,d5 a 





” Died 93 Hijri 
18 Sahih Muslim Vol.2, Book 6, Ch-55, No. [1938], pg-356 


Why do you say that which you do not do? Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that which you do not 
do.'° 

So, it is impossible for the Prophet &5 to order something and not act upon it himself. Also, if the Prophet a 
did not offer this Sunnah then Sahabah would have not done so either. 
Question: We understand from this Hadith that Prophet #8 did not order us to offer this Sunnah. 
Answer: The narrator says the Prophet #8 neither ordered nor stopped us therefore to deduce that the Prophet 
#8 didn’t order is incorrect. Besides there was no need for the Prophet #3 to order anything because order is 
given in the absence of action. Sahabah acted upon this Sunnah based on other Ahadith as mentioned above. 
Also, Sunnah is of three kinds: 
His Sayings (193): For example, the Prophet #5 order us to do something 
His Actions(_.24): The proven actions of the Prophet &8 and 
His Approvals: (6443): His 88 approval of an action that was done in his presence 
This voluntary prayer is legislated by all three kinds of the Sunna of the Prophet &8. Therefore, there is no room 


left to have doubt regarding it as a proven Sunnah of the Prophet #3. 


Hadith No. 5, Narration of Abdullah bin Buraidah2°: 


Narrated Abdullah bin Buraidah from Abdullah Al- Osta; SUS JUS Ci5LI dul ase Ge 54i33 gy} dul we Ge 
Muzani <5 that the Messenger of Allah said: Js ai CHS; yall fave lies alias aide ais! mee | 
“Pray two Raka’ah before Maghrib, pray two Cp liSl La dss ji ads ole oh CaS; yal fave) isis 
Raka’ah before Maghrib — whoever wishes to do ai, 


so,” for fear that people might take this as a regular 


practice.”' 





Imam Abu Dawud did not make any Jarh (find deficiency) on this Hadith and Imam Daraqutni and Imam 


Marwazi has called this Hadith Sahih. 





7° Al-Qur'an, 61,2-3 
?° Died 115 Hijri 
21 Sunan Abu Dawud Vol.2, Book 5, Ch-11, No. [1281], pg-88 


Hadith No. 6, Narration of Marthad bin Abdullah”: 


Narrated Marthad bin Abdullah Al-Yazani: | went to eral pale Os PUEYS a ale) cial aul We OS Ae Ge 


Ugbah bin Amir Al Juhani «& and said, “Is it not Boe daa RS} ass puss gi egos. Wi Edda 
surprising that Abi Tamim offers two Raka’ah ae | rors ae de ateds GS U) agks Jlés yall 


(prayer) before the Maghrib prayers?” Ugbah é, Used SLB GH Heda; Lob Eds aling aile au! 


said, “We used to do so in the lifetime of Allah’s 
Messenger #8.” |asked him, “What prevents you 


from offering it now?” He replied “Business” 





The meaning of area in this Hadith is business or duties. At that time Uqbah bin Amir 2 was the governor 
of Egypt and used to be busy with his civil duties. This Hadith also proves that this Sunnah (offering Two Rak’ah 
before Maghrib) was established during the life of the Prophet &. 

Question: This Sahabi not offering himself proves that it’s not a Sunnah 

Answer: An action established during the life of the Prophet &8 is a Sunnah, besides Ugbah bin Amir during the 
life of the Prophet #8 did not criticize Abu Tamim when he (Ugbah) heard about his (Abu Tamim’s) offering of 
two units before Maghrib. Rather he provided evidence of it being a Sunnah established from the time of the 


Prophet #8 and accepted his shortcoming. 


Hadith No. 7, Narration of Anas bin Malik: 


Narrated Anas bin Malik <8 : We were in Al- Ga) Cag os RE) ai ll GS Ja cbs yal ee 
Madinah and when the Mu’adhdhin called the Ol ee ESAS OS; 092858 Sylgtudl | 93.455) yall 
Adhan for Maghrib prayer, the would hasten to the 55 Ga él arene) stall ae Cast ese 
pillars and pray two Raka’ah until if a stranger were Lighicrd ee) 58 ree cgi, 


to enter the Masjid, he would think that the prayer 


had begun, because of the large numbers of people 


who prayed them.””* 








» Died 90 Hijri 
3 Sahih Bukhari Vol.2, Book 19, Ch-35, No. [1184], pg-165 
24 Sahih Muslim Vol.2, Book 6, Ch-55, No. [1939], pg-357 


This Hadith also proves that this Sunnah was offered in Masjid Nabawi and common during the life of the 
Prophet #8. May Allah Almighty guide all Muslims to make their Masaajid like the Masjid of the Prophet 28 


establish his Sunnah Ameen. 


Hadith No. 8, Narration of Anas bin Malik: 


Narrated Anas bin Malik 3 :” When the j3h SY OB": gg. aie ail (535 Lbs Gy al Ge 
Mu’adhdhin would call the Adhan for Maghrib yall dal. ds aide aul es aul Jgtes ee Je 
prayer, the important and prominent companions é alig 4 dil aul Jie aul Jota mesa Sid skies 
of the Prophet #8 would hasten to the pillars and Ogtes E55 BS spill fare vecct sel gas Sy\geuSl 
pray two Raka’ah before Maghrib prayer, until the Sal wd9« alag aide 4) Lye ul" 


Prophet & would come out and they would still be 


praying.” 





sill 


From this Hadith we understand that the major companions of the Prophet #3 loved this Sunnah and the 


Prophet & loved this striving of his companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. 


Hadith No. 9, Narration of Abdullah bin Muzani: 


Narrated Abdullah bin Al-Muzani 2 :” The aide Ail Lo ail Opies JS: JLB. cpl al ie os 
Messenger of Allah #8 offered two Raka’ah before 5 pee": fli a. " aS; yall U3 Ighio": lis 
Maghrib prayer then He &8 said, “Pray two Raka’ah jl (ots "ele GL": ais dic ols a ‘ " (2S val 
before Maghrib”, then the third time He #8 said” aids Cyalil eiuceg"" 
Whoever wishes, from the fear that people may 


consider it compulsory”.”° 





Allamah Ahmad bin Ali Al-Maqrizi’’, writes in commentary of Mukhtasar Qiyam Al-Layal of Imam Marwazi 
that the chain of narrators of this Hadith are upon the condition of Imam Muslim. Imam ibn Hibban has also 


collected this Hadith in his Sahih and considered it authentic. 





°5 Mukhtasar Qiyam Al Layl, (yah! Ju3 cua y5I Gb), pg. 72 (gliwSb - eli ExteeJl)1) — By Imam Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi (d.294H) 
6 Sahih ibn Khuzaimah, Vol. 2, Hadith No. 1289, pg. 267 (4%) aS!) 
27 Died 845 Hijri 


According to this Hadith this Sunnah of the Prophet 5 is proven from him in both action and speech. It is stated 
in In Subul Al-Salam — the explanation of Bulugh Al Maram , meaning that *Jadtlo Jgatly Logue ds uid 
praying two Raka’ah before Maghrib is proven from the Prophet ## in both action and speech. 

Respected readers, this Hadith should remove this doubt that the Prophet & himself did not offer this prayer. 
Rather according to this Hadith, He 8 himself offered this prayer and ordered others to do so, hence 


manifesting its importance and removing all doubts. 


Hadith No. 10, Narration of Abu Umamah7?: 


Narrated Abu Umamah :& :” We never used to faves eres $a wus" U8 ake att; es) 4aLal al oe 
leave praying two Rak’ah before Maghrib in the alas 4 aide isl he ¢ al JSot5 Cla} ay yall 


time of the messenger of Allah #3”.°° 





This Hadith proves that this Sunnah was regularly established without missed and is Sunnah 441), (like the 
Sunnah of Dhuhur). So, this statement of some people who say that this Sunnah should be offered at times and 
left on other is incorrect. 

We learn from above Ahadith that the Prophet #8 used to pray two Rak’ah himself and order others to do so 
and during the time of the Prophet & this Sunnah was firmly established. Sahabah, the likes of Anas bin Malik 
4 who was the servant of the messenger of Allah for 10 years performed this action along with Uqbah bin 
Amir 4, Abu Umamah Al-Bahili 28 etc. We will now present some statements (Athar - ,4I, Literally mean 


traces*') of the Sahabah with respect to this matter. 


8 Subul Al-Salam Sharh Bulugh Al-Maram (_4)laL) 43S.). Vol.2, pg. 11 
*° Died 86 Hijri 
°° Sunan Al-Kubra, Imam Al Bayhagi., Vol. 2, Hadith No. 4501, pg. 669 (Ayelet! LaSd! 5Ia) 


3" What is attributed to the Companions and followers is said to be: the Athar 


Evidence from the Athaar of Sahabah 


Athar No. 1, From Raghban, slave of Habib bin Maslamah: 





Narrated Raghban the salve of Habib bin Maslamah 4 Jg.45 Gl&jol ah dale gS ce 154 Glee; Ge 
25: | saw the companions of the Prophet #8, they AugiSl| dl Ogg LS Legell Og - alas ale aul eon - 
used to love two Raka’‘ah before Maghrib just like 65a fare) Ce Si oi. 


32 


the obligatory (Maghrib) prayer. 





This Athar proves that this Sunnah is 355 (emphasized) and how eager the companions were to offer this 
without neglect. We also understand from this Athar that all the companions of the Prophet #3 used to offer 


this Sunnah because the narrator did not exclude anyone. 


Athar No. 2, From Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah*?: 





Narrated Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah:” | saw the dares ilejal S53) SLE ul gl O28 Ose yllaee Ge 
companions of the Muhammad #8, they used to Ons US dic Soha: ads. 


offer voluntary prayers after every call to prayer.”°4 





Every prayer has been mentioned in this statement including Maghrib. Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah is a well- 
known Tabiee who met 120 companions” of the Prophet #8, 28 of those companions are: 

His father Abu Layla, Umar bin Al-Khattab, Uthman bin Affan, Ali bin Abi Talib, Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas, Hudhaifah 
bin Yamman, Muadh bin Jabal, Miqdad bin Al-Aswad, Abdullah bin Masood, Abu Dhar Ghaffari, Ubay bin Ka’b, 
Bilal bin Rabah, Sahl bin Haneef, Abdullah bin Umar, Abdullah bin Abi Bakr, Qays bin Sa’d, Abu Ayyub Ansari, 
Ka’b bin ljrah, Abu Saeed Al-Khudri, Abu Musa Asharee, Anas bin Malik, Bara bin Azib, Zayd bin Arkam, Sumrah 
bin Jundub, Suhaib Al-Rumi, Abdulrahman bin Samrah, Usaid bin Hudhair and Umm Hani bint Abi Talib, May 


Allah be pleased with them all. 


>? Mukhtasar Qiyam Al Layl, (ah! Ju3 ouaSy5I Gb), pg. 73 (GliwSb - eli ExyteeJl)1) — By Imam Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi (d.294H) 
33 Died 83 Hijri 

**ibid 

35 Tahdhib al-Tahdhib — Ibn Hajr 


So, it's proven from Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah’s statement that all the above companions acted upon this 


Sunnah. 
Athar No. 3, From Rashid bin Yasaar: 
Narrated Rashid bin Yasaar:” | testify about five of BL (eo pai Lined Aiss Je al J glad Os pe Of 
the companions who pledged to the prophet #3 cyl i hs oS eer Igi6 i S| pyc ibd 


under the tree, that they used to pray two Raka’ah 


136 


voluntary prayers before Maghrib. 





Stille 


The tree referred in his statement is same tree under which the companions gave oath to the Prophet #3 at 


Hudaybiah commonly known as Bayt Al-Ridwan. Allah said regarding this pledge in Quran: 


Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when aise gave their Bai'a (pledge) *” 


Athar No. 4, From Abdulrahman bin Awf?®: 


ae 


Narrated Abdulrahman bin Awf 2 :” We (the gy Gas IS) LagaS35 US" LB 32 g} Ged5Il uit Ge 
companions) used to pray two Raka’ah voluntary yall Ga PEVAED IT) cGlanll CG 


prayers between the Adhan and Iqamah of 
Maghrib’?° 





The lofty status of Abdulrahman bin Awf és is such that the Prophet #8 once offered prayer standing behind 


him*®. In his statement above, he is not only referring to himself but other companions as well. 


36 Sunan Al-Kubra, Imam Al Bayhadi., Vol. 2, Hadith No. 45031, pg. 669 (4poleS! aS! 51a) 
37 Al-Qur'an, 48-18 

38 Died 32 Hijri 

°° Sunan Al-Kubra, Imam Al Bayhagi., Vol. 2, Hadith No. 4499, pg. 668 (AyoLlat! LaSUI 5Ia) 
40 Sunan ibn Majah Vol.2, Book 5, Ch-143, No. [1236], pg-244 


Athar No. 5, From Zar bin Habeesh*": 


Narrated Zar (bin Habeesh):” when | came to 


(* 


115 B55 G) adh Ute Lasld 4) Saud: 55 G25 
Madinah | stayed in the company of Abdulrahman gle y yall die cs CaS; glilias IS gas is 
bin Awf and Ubay bin Ka’b 4&5. Both used to pray ei 
two Raka’ah before Maghrib and never leave 


them”? 





Ubay bin Ka’b* may Allah be pleased with him is the famous Hafidh of Quran who was the official scribe of 








the Prophet #3. 
Athar No. 6, From Abdullah bin Amru Al-Thagafi: 

Narrated Abdullah bin Amru:” | saw Jabir bin dia’ aul age i3 RE oak agi cyeworge aul us is 
Abdullah 2 would offer two Rak’ah before yal chs CaS 
Maghrib. 

Athar No. 7, From Abdullah bin Abbas: 
Narrated Abdullah bin Abbas:” Salat al-Awwabeen gl Sill os eee Ge aie aul (85 WEE on! oF 
(which literally means the salah of those who turn yall dali) 
to Allah) is between Adhan and Iqamah of 
Maghrib.*° 

Athar No. 8, From Abdullah bin Umar: 
A man asked Abdullah ibn Umar 28 a question and 6 sedi (vie :JLES aie aul (98) 34e Gi! US) Jl. 
in response he asked, “Where are you from?’ He BS ale Ggbsle} Gadll ce" JB PENS Jai ee 
replied “From Kufa”. Ibn Umar && said you are from aya fave: nia Je Oglasles pul :Jlés all 


people who always pray two Rak’ah of Duha. He 





Died 82 Hijri 

“ Mukhtasar Qiyam Al Layl, (ah! Ju3 oS y5I Gb), pg. 73 (GliwSb - eli Exteel) — By Imam Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi (d.294H) 
8 Died 30 Hijri 

“* Mukhtasar Qiyam Al Layl, (234) 3 ouiaS 3 Ob), pg. 73 (GliaSk - azolSt Eyueel)lo) — By Imam Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi (d.294H) 
* Ibid 


replied” and you are from people who always pray cleft ctgal Bt ses GS ake aint (983 38 bil SLES 
two Rak’ah before Maghrib”. So, Abdullah ibn Umar oli US dic > midi 
i said (that’s because) of a hadith we knew that 

the doors of heaven are opened (for acceptance of 


deeds and descent of mercy) after every Adhan. *° 





From these two narrations above we find out the importance and excellence of this Sunnah. We also find out 


from the statement of Abdullah ibn Umar, may Allah be please with him, that the companions always offered 








this prayer. 
Athar No. 9 to 2847: 

9 Khalid bin Ma’dan always prayed two Rak’ah wit 33 OS; cas OW ¢ ast Glas oe SWE 625 
before Maghrib and didn’t abandon it till death OS aI cal GS oe 26 al yall Ge ds5 wedi 
and he said that Abu Darda «& used to offer " 5855 39 Sys OS ic aul ( 92) elsjall sh 8 1985 
this prayer and he (Abu Darda 1) said:” | will byith ¢ nye ols Lest d y 
never leave this Sunnah even if | am whipped.” 

10 Narrated — bin Saeed:” | accompanied aul (85 Mle cul an aii dure Ot God Gt 
Anas bin Malik 4 to Sham and he would not oli CB ake on aS; NK ras 55 ala aladl d) ¢ dic 


leave praying two Raka’ah after every Adhan.” 





11. Saeed bin Musayyib was asked about two fave: eres ot al dao; wren Cy dante (ites 
Raka‘ah before Maghrib, he said” Ididnotsee = LU Ls G3 Gan Gul Lagelicrs ae) cash Lam sCJLAS yall 
any knowledgeable person except Sa’d bin yal fave) CHS II O9aS3i 2 Gold OG 14515) 39 
Malik (Abu Saeed Al-Khudri «2;) pray this 4ué 4u| (935 onal SKS Lax gaS33 Hea 585 
Sunnah”. In another narration: Saeed bin easy 


Musayyib said: “Muhajar Sahabah didn’t pray 
but Ansar Sahabah and Anas bin Malik did”. 


(more on this below) 








“6 Mukhtasar Qiyam Al Layl, (yah! ud CaiaS II GL), pg. 73 (GliwSh - epi Etedljlo) — By Imam Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi (d.294H) 
47 Ibid (pg, 72-74) 





12 


Narrated Mujahid:” Ansar companions said 
whenever they would hear adhan they would 


” 


stand up and pray (two Rak’ah) 





13 


Narrated Hasan bin Muhammad bin 
Haneefah:” There are two Rak’ah (prayer) after 


every Adhan.” 





14 


When Qatadah was asked regarding two 


Rak‘ah before Maghrib, he replied:” Abu 


Barzah (companion) «& used to offer it”. 


5555 93h G6 SLES SLI AS GAG Ge 55185 tag 





15 


Narrated Suwaid bin Ghafalah;” We used to 


pray two Raka’ah and this tradition started 
during the reign of Uthman gs. (more on this 


below) 


3 ERS Led (iS tl dans MIE oh igh G5 
Glake 554) 9 LESH! 424, ag G5 





16 


Narrated Abdullah bin Buraidah:’ (The 
Companions and Tabi‘een) used to say that:” 
Salat Al-Awwabeen is Sunnah of Farj, Salat Al- 
Munibeen is Duha and Salat Al-Tawwabeen is 


two Rak’ah before Maghrib. 


bilby YL GS ade ul (95 54553 gi atl aie G25 

Cl GEN BS Lie5 Cuil Big CyyISH!l Bde Calg lic 
Cruall Sdlio§ «atta! Solis did liad Gyl5el 

pill i3 QLiaSS Guy IGE BdLce5 Zell Bo 





17- 
23 


Following Tabi’een used to pray two Rak’ah 
before Maghrib: Abdullah bin Buraidah, Yahya 
bin Ageel, Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah, 
Abdulrahman bin Hurmuz Al-A‘araj, Amir bin 
Abdullah bin Zubair, Irak bin Malik and Ilba bin 
Ahmar Al-Yashkuri. 


Jase U) Ging Ale Ail (955 BAU) U4 dll he GIGS 
Cathy Ul dans pS 925 ofS Gall 3 oliia’ 
G85 oHiASS ypAll 5 iad Jil ol Gi gab ue 
sl Aas AGN gy} tl aie G5 pole5 Atl dass BSH 

al 5 gad5il die Suh Au dans pSadl ye5 LASS 
sclball of pSadl 5 oteS All dis Le 
toad als yet S354) G51 13) alll G3 Age Sst» 
isk Soak pls Seal eas2 Rta sadly 








24 Hasan Al-Basri was asked about it and he said:” aul ins» lS3 Lage au 4455 Cpinbell Ciiteg 
By Allah these two Raka’ah are two beautiful «lay aul 3hI oh olile> 


blessings and qualities.” 








25 Narrated Saeed bin Musayyib:” It is a right \3) eer us ae aa Al a> cecal Cp dure (£5 
upon every believer to pray two Rak’ah after Bee 5 aS rail Gal» 
every Adhan.” 

26 Anas bin Malik #4 bequeathed his children ledgeag 2 él pally aie aul (2) dbl os | als 


never to leave this Sunnah. 





27 Obaidullah, the Grandon of Umar bin Khattab Ol» aie au| (oS) FOE Cy aul age oO aul we (e5 
& said:’ Right after the Adhan of Maghrib JEHI Ge eniesg $5.5 fe ; all O85 GS5U GK 
people sitting in the Masjid would stand up Léglia 6194985 


and offer two Rak’ah prayers until all the 


gathers (prior to Adhan) would dismantle”. 





28 Narrated Fadhal bin Hasan: “Salat Al- 3985 G6 aii ail aa; (pineal oO uel ers) 
Awwabeen is two Rak’ah before Maghrib”. errr S53 yall ou oe otgia’ cota RecxSales 





All Athaar listed above indicate that the Sahabah and Tabi‘een used to act upon this Sunnah and considered it 
JS (emphasized) so much so that they even bequeathed their children to never abandon it. They were even 
willing to be whipped for not leaving it and continuously propagated it to people. 

Question: Saeed bin Musayyib (No. 11 above) sated that only Abu Saeed al-Khudri «& prayed this Sunnah and 
none of the other scholars (from the companions). 

Answer: This is his opinion only because this Sunnah is proven from among the scholars of the Sahabah. 
Abdulrahman bin Awf, Ubay bin Ka’b, Abu Ayyub Ansari, Ibn Umar, Jabir bin Abdullah, Abu Darda, Abdullah 
bin Abbas, Anas bin Malik, Abu Umamah 4%, all were from the scholars and Fugaha of Sahabah and they all 
offered this prayer. Statement of Anas bin Malik is listed in Hadith 8 above which mentions Gli St, 


meaning important or prominent Sahabah used to offer this Sunnah. Athar 3 above mentions Sahabah from 


Bayt Al-Ridwan etc. Secondly, Saeed bin Musayyib himself sated that praying this Sunnah is a right upon every 
Muslim (Athar 25). 

Question: Ibn Musayyib stated that Muhajar Sahabah didn’t pray this Sunnah. 

Answer: This is also his observation only because Abdulrahman bin Awf, Ibn Umar etc. were all Muhajar 
Sahabah. Also, Uthman éwas Muhajar and in Athar 15 above it is stated that this Sunnah was established 
during his reign. Also, in Athar 2 above some of the Sahabah whom Abdulrahman bin Abi Laylah met included 
Ali bin Abi Talib, Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas, Miqdad bin Aswad, Ibn Masood, Bilal bin Rabah, Abdullah bin Abi Bakr, 
Abu Musa Asharee, Suhaib Rumi and Abdulrahman bin Sumrah 4%, all are Muhajar. Also, the Hadith of Abu 
Ayyub Ansari collected by Imam Bayhaqi* clearly states that this Sunnah was established during the reign of 
Abu Bakr as well. 

Question: From the statement of Suwaid bin Ghafalah it is apparent that this Sunnah started during the reign 
of Uthman and not prior. 

Answer: This Sunnah was practiced during the life of the Prophet #8 and has been repeatedly proven above. 
Umar bin Khattab 2 was strict upon people for praying at the time when sun would turn red (meaning just 
prior to sunset as it is Haram to pray at this time), but due to his fear people stopped praying two Rak‘ah before 
Maghrib as well. However, when Zaid bin Wahb 4 prayed this Sunnah, Umar 4 did not say anything to him 
(because of his praying at the right time). During the time of Uthman és people started to pray in masses and 


that’s perhaps what Suwaid meant (Allah knows best). 


Athar No. 29, From Abdullah bin Umar: 


Said ibn Buraidah:” Abdullah bin Umar 4 used to As dia’ 50k i al be ASKIN $4533 63! Jb 
offer two Raka’ah before Maghrib and would never Je le ejedg ¥ yall! ee acetal 
leave it”. 





After Ahadith and Athar we also find evidence of this Sunnah in all four Madhahib which are presented 


below. 


48 Sunan Al-Kubra, Imam Al Bayhagi., Vol. 2, Hadith No. 4505, pg. 669 (aoled! iS! 51a) 


Evidence from Four Schools of Figh 


Proof from Hanafi School: 


No .1: Allamah Jamaluddin Zaylai*® has listed Ahadith which disprove the Sunnah of two Rak’ah before 
Maghrib and then made Jarh (criticized) on them. He also transcribed from ibn Jawzi that all Ahadith that negate 


this Sunnah are Mawdooh (fabricated). He finally concludes: 


& 


jal AY 4515, 6 


j 


= «gti de 46554 7 rid 4515 ai 


f 


Ahadith which prove this Sunnah are authentic and take precedence over those which negate it.°° 


No.2: Allamah Zayuddin ibn Najim?" states: 
gddlixel Acs all 945 od yal 989 «ottaS; GySll iS Iglion JLB - lag ale i Lhe - Ui A ernie 5 
aaSi5 Y olgall 959355 Log Ba5LI uly ATLL oi 
And there is a Hadith in Sahih Bukhari in which the Prophet #3 ordered to pray two Raka’ah before Maghrib. 


This order of the Prophet #8 should be accepted and this is the correct opinion and Allah is the one who 


guides. And what is said against this (Sunnah) cannot negate the order for it.”” 


No .3: Allamah Abdul Hayy Lakhnavi>* consider this Sunnah acceptable and sates: If these two Raka’ah are 
offered ina light manner so that there is no excessive delay in obligatory Maghrib prayer then it is not Makrooh 
(disliked)°** Also, Allamah ibn Al-Hammam’> states: Since two Raka’ah does not take much time, they cannot 


delay the obligatory prayer°® 





tS 


® Died 1342 Hijri 

° abs cues 

51 Died 969 Hijri 

% gilda FS Cpe 3i1N peat OLS 
3 Died 1304 Hijri 

alg cd le Ale ll Bee 

°° Died 861 Hijri 


Pala ous all etd 


un 





Proof from Maliki School: 


No.1: Imam Abu Al-Waleed Al-Baji’’, who is a famous scholar of Maliki madhab states: 


iS dll a ohe Aa ciliaS5 - pling ale isl ie - atl gts ae He Lind US» all Ge (595 183 AI hid Lily 

Ua Nag alilgs We ats VB Le gliad Us GK US eddie - ling atte dul Lie - atl Ug.45 GBI ad odd U3 Ge 
ANS 519 He 

Regarding the Raka‘ah Sunnah before Maghrib Anas ibn Malik narrated that: In the time of the Messenger of 

Allah 88, we used to pray two Rak’ah when the sun set, before Maghrib prayer.’ It was said to him: ‘Did the 


Messenger of Allah a pray them?’ He said: ‘He saw us observing them, but he neither commanded us nor 


forbade us to do so. This Hadith proves the permissibility of this Sunnah.*® 


No .2: Allamah ibn Al-Arabi>? writes: Every Sahih and Musnad compilation of the Hadith of the Messenger of 
Allah #8 has a Hadith regarding this Sunnah in it®. 


°” Died 474 Hijri 


58 (boll on) ail) 
°° Died 543 Hijri 


gual gerse Cyt gSgaill Lane 


Proof from Shafi’i School: 


No .1: Imam Abu Nawawi" states in Sharh Muslim: 
iB Nghe lig aie ltl oo itl Ups 52 CSUR eynio 35 Aieaylell Ayr! Cuysls oid glial jLRLNG 
585 548 ho gag aid) Geach Ua aL Lies TGS 1G yA ws) 6384 fails Laig cL Oh LN g dL Ga 
agKltl ose Ua 15] WY] ai) 5a YL Ge Caplin 545 QUA sj Sa Las Las Jl ge lke! 4 551 Y jus 
polit lg CUS Gyo Bik Lib Guils Syl ales tus! OG analy 
The chosen opinion is that they (two Raka’ah before Maghrib) are recommended due to the authentic and 
clear Ahadith like in Sahih Bukhari the Prophet #8 ordered to pray it three times (Hadith 3 above). Regarding 
the statement that offering this Sunnah will cause a delay in obligatory prayer of Maghrib then this is a 
useless thought and against the proven Sunnah. Praying two Raka’ah also does not delay Maghrib from its 
beginning (foremost) time. Those who consider it being abrogated are not upon the truth and that’s because it 
will be correct to state that this Sunnah was abrogated only when there will be a contradiction between the 
Ahadith or comparison between two becomes impossible and we learn from history that neither is the case 


with this Sunnah and Allah knows best. 


No.2: Allamah Yusuf bin Ibrahim Al-Ardabili states™: 
OST Ge yell CLS Ole) ceils 
Itis Mustahab to pray two Raka’ah before Maghrib between Adhan and Iqamah 


No .3: Allamah ibn Sayyid Al-Naas states™ in explanation of Hadith 1 above: 
dl U3 CHa clei! 444 
This Hadith proves, two Raka’ah before Maghrib being Mustahab 


5" Died 676 Hijri 

° Al-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim bin Hajjaj Vol. 6, pg-124 
83 Lal Slocd! jlgs8!l 

* gall ale cpt 9 gba qasll 


No.4: Imam Abu Al-Qasim Al-Rafi’i states regarding two prominent Shafi’i Scholars: 


Syd SF gal WIS  «quoglatl Slew) gsi SL desl! ligg 
Abu Ishaq Al-Tusi and Abu Zakariya Sukri both consider this Sunnah Mustahab 


No .5: Imam Al-Ghazali states °°: 
Bolecg CaS Cy IS Aplesall (0 Aclem Gc La 488 Bold! es de Osh! AoLily GSgll GIS) Cy Le hd ULES, Lely 
pares Cull Gy 4239 93 ily croleall Gy 
Praying two short Raka’ah before (Maghrib) between the Adhan and Iqamah of the Muezzin has been 
narrated from a group of companions such as Ubay ibn Ka’b, Ubadah bin Saamit, Abu Dhar, Zaid bin Thabit 


and others 485 





© jeg Cre Rll ols 
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Proof from Hanbali School: 


No.1: Ibn Taymiyyah mentions” (regarding Hadith 1 listed above): 
Aiud Seal oigd GUS 51a GUIS GG Gai GSGLl GK 1518 
If the Muezzin allows the amount of that (two Raka’ah) between the Adhan and Iqamah then this (Prayer) is 


good. 


No.2: It is stated in aiaivah! 213 74 which is a respectable Hanbali book”: 
OLAS) Lad Ge edad Gl Geeiag ily 


It is recommended to offer two Raka’ah between Adhan and Iqamah. 


No .3: Also, it is stated in ¢ Lisl 4LAS: 
(his yall Qld] a5 Gl ele Sh Gadg 
It is Sunnah for he who wishes to pray two Raka‘ah after the Adhan of Maghrib and before it (the obligatory 
prayer). 
Also, 
Ligglibertel fe 5 Mi lb tg p50 i oie SN Gel (Lage) 
(And in them) that is: the two Raka’ah before Maghrib has reward, therefore it is recommended to pray them. 
It has also been stated in other Hanbali books like 4a; and eal, that it is recommended to pray two 


Raka’ah before Maghrib. 





£7 Agus Cyl Goled r9-aze 
8 Laced opal ee cy al ee Gy dom Calg gidiahl 15 cc 
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Maslak (Way, Doctrine) of Rashidi Family”®: 


Rashidi family has been very influential in Sindh (province) in matters of Deen. Because of their religious and 
scholarly services many people have adopted this Sunnah Alhamdulillah. Acting upon this Sunnah and 
teaching people to act upon it has been in our family (for years). This Sunnah is proven in word and deed from 
our remote ancestor, an erudite scholar Sayyid Muhammad Rashid Shah bin Sayyid Muhammad Baga Shah 
Al-Husainy Al-Alawi (died 1233 Hijri). The Rashidi name is attributed to him. 

One of his deputy Mahmud Nizami recorded an incident from his life in (csLe|, Sd! <Lea3) which is published in 
Persian and Sindhi language, that one day after the Adhan of Maghrib in a local Masjid he said: “Brothers today 
let's follow our Prophet #8 and establish his Sunnah” after saying this he offered two Raka’ah voluntary prayer. 
Seeing people praying individually, whoever came to Masjid thought the obligatory prayer was already 
completed. When he saw people's questioning he replied” one day the Prophet #8 prayed Sunnah after 
maghrib and incoming Sahabah thought that the obligatory Maghrib prayer was completed, so Alhamdulillah 
we followed the Sunnah in two matters today. 

Another Scholar from Rashidi family Allamah Obaidullah Al-Sindhee writes in his book (+! _)<3)” the proof 
of this Sunnah is found from the Prophet # in deed and speech. Even Sufi sages the likes of Ibn Arabi Al-Hatimi 
Al-Tai writes in his famous book “4,S4) ol>9i4Il” that two Rak’ah before Maghrib are a proven Sunnah.” 

At the end | will make this Dua that Allah blessed and exalted guide all Muslims to love the Sunnah of the 


Prophet 8, understand it and act upon it. Ameen. 


The servant of Allah 


Sayyid Abu Muhammad Badee-ud-Deen Shah ar-Raashidee al-Makki 





4 Shaykh mentioned the Maslak of his family perhaps because the opponents of the Shaykh pointed out the absence of this Sunnah from Sindh or 


absence in Shaykh’s family. Allah knows best (Comment by Shaykh Abdullah Nasir Rehmani) 


